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1) The successor to the rule of Persia after Darius was

a. Artaxerxes

b. Darius II

c. Zopyrus

d. Xerxes

e. Miltiades


2) The deposing of Vashti, as recorded in the Book of Esther,

a. Took place in the first year of Xerxes’s reign

b. Is referred to in the History of Herodotus

c. Occurred just after the Second Persian War

d. Took place as Xerxes was preparing to invade Egypt

e. Took place as Xerxes was amassing an army to invade Greece


3) The famous Athenian general Themistocles argued that Greece

a. Should simply surrender on the best terms possible

b. Should fight the Persians primarily at sea

c. Should place the entire military at the pass of Thermopylae

d. Should escape to southern Italy

e. Should seek the counsel of the Oracle of Delphi


4) When Xerxes began his attack of the Greek mainland in 480 B.C., the defense of Greece fell primarily to

a. Athens alone

b. Sparta alone

c. Athens and Sparta together

d. Athens and Corcyrea

e. Sparta and Argos


5) The initial defense against the Persian invaders on land took place at

a. Thermopylae

b. Tempe

c. Artemisium

d. Thessaly

e. Macedonia







6) The king of Sparta, who led the famous 300 in their desperate fight against the Persians, was

a. Themistocles

b. Leonidis

c. Aphetae

d. Pericles

e. Miltiades


7) While the Persians and Spartans were battling on land, the sea forces met at the northern end of Euboea.  Before the sea forces met, the Persians sent 200 ships toward the south of Euboea. These ships

a. Cut off the Greek means of escape to the south

b. Raided towns along the coast of Euboea

c. Provided reinforcements to the land forces

d. Got lost at sea and wound up near Lesbos

e. Were destroyed in a violent storm


8) In anticipation of their next major confrontation with the Persians, the Greek commander Themistocles argued

a. The Greeks should meet the Persians in the narrow waterway at Salamis

b. The Greeks should meet the Persian in the open water way of the Isthmus

c. The Greeks should flee before the overwhelming Persian forces

d. The Greeks should abandon their ships and fight the Persians on land

e. The Greeks should prepare for a siege in Athens


9) The battle at Salamis ended with

a. The defeat of the Persians

b. The defeat of the Greeks

c. A draw

d. The death of Xerxes

e. A truce


10) In 479, the Second Persian War continued, with the Greek forces led by

a. Themistocles

b. Aristodes

c. Cimon

d. Pausanias

e. Miltiades









11) In 479, the Persian commander

a. Launched an immediate attack against Athens

b. Sought to enter an alliance with Athens

c. Sought to enter an alliance with Sparta

d. Attacked the rebellious strongholds in Macedonia

e. Brought his fleet to Marathon


12) The Events of Esther 2, and the remainder of the book took place

a. Before the First Persian War

b. Between the First and Second Persian War

c. After the Second Persian War

d. Under the reign of Artaxerxes

e. During the governorship of Nehemiah


13) The final years of the reign of Xerxes seem to have been characterized by

a. Quiet calm

b. Wars with Parthia

c. Happy marriage to Esther

d. Turmoil and licentiousness

e. Wars in Egypt


14) The prophet who is generally associated with the time of the reign of Artaxerxes is

a. Zephaniah

b. Zechariah

c. Haggai

d. Habakkuk

e. Malachi


15) The Persian Empire was finally brought to its knees by Alexander the Great when he defeated the last Persian King,

a. Artaxerxes IV

b. Sogdianus

c. Darius III

d. Xerxes II

e. Cyrus the Younger

