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What letters did Paul write while in prison in Rome?  What was the basic content of each?

Ephesians – showing that the Gentiles were members by faith of the Commonwealth

of Israel, and urging unity in the church.

Philippians – thanking the church for its financial support, and expression affection

for the Christians in Philippi.

Colossians – correcting the mistaken views related to the Gnostic heresy in Colossae.

What was the content of the philosophy had apparently caused trouble in the church in Colossae?

Jewish Gnosticism – involving Jewish observance of certain holidays and rituals, 

along with Gnostic veneration of angels and special knowledge.

What were the major destinations of Paul’s fourth missionary journey?

Paul traveled to Spain for a couple of years (63 – 65), and then returned, first to the 

island of Crete, and from there to Ephesus, then to Macedonia, and finally to 

neapolis on the western border of Greece.

Where was Paul when he wrote each of the pastoral letters?

Paul wrote Titus from Ephesus, and he wrote 1 Timothy from Macedonia. He wrote

2nd Timothy from prison in Rome.

What were the circumstances that gave rise to the outbreak of the Jewish Wars?

Summer 66 – violence between two factions in Israel (liberals and conservatives). 

Gestus Florus (last procurator) stole from the temple. Robbery and violence. Slaughter

of Jews. Desecration of synagogue in Caesarea. Eliezar attacks Roman garrison in J. 

Who were the emperors who ruled during the “year of four emperors”?

Galba, Otho, Vitellius, and Vespasian. 

What was the background of Otho.  How did he come to briefly rule over the empire?

Early friend of Nero. Divorce over his wife. Administered Lusitania. Angry that 

Galba did not pick him as successor. Assassinated Galba. 

What had Vespasian been doing before he launched his attack on Rome?  Who did he leave behind to finish the job?

Vespasian was putting down the revolt in Israel. He left his son Titus behind to finish

the job as he led his forces against Vitellius in Rome. 

Our best information about the siege and fall of Jerusalem in 70 comes from what source. What had been his role in the events?

Josephus. He had been a Jewish military commander, but defected to the Romans

and later wrote his History of the Jewish people, and especially the Jewish Wars. 

The destruction of Jerusalem was brought to completion by what Roman commander?  What was his opinion of the significance of the fall of the city?

Titus. He viewed it as the judgment of God on the city, and was very sorry for the 

burning and destruction of the temple 

