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______________________________

Exam – Chapter One




Name

The land of Mesopotamia was located between the two great rivers, the _________________ and ____________________.  The word, Mesopotamia means ___________________________________________________________.  Name four of the most important cities of the region.  _______________________, ______________________, _______________________, _______________________.  

The most important means of transportation into and out of Mesopotamia involved ___________________________________. The topography of the region was generally __________________________, and agriculture depended on a complex system of _________________________________.

The region to the east of Mesopotamia is called _________________________, while the __________________________ Mountains were to the northeast.  South of Mesopotamia was the _______________________, the body of water leading to the Indian Ocean.

The word ‘Sumerian’ refers primarily to a ______________________.  Sumerian civilization was discovered in the mid-19th century when archeologists uncovered ___________________________________________.

One of Sumer’s important contributions to subsequent history was its religious themes, and especially the gods of the Sumerian pantheon.  Among them the astral deities included the moon-god _______________________ who controlled lunar months, and the Sun-god ____________________________, who was the god of justice.  At the top were the three great male gods: 1) __________________________ embodied the great presence and personality of the sky.  2) The patron god of Nippur, __________________, was raised to the supreme rank and became the nation god of Sumer.  He was wrested of his authority, however, by ________________________, the hero of the Babylonian creation epic, Enuma Elish.  3) The third deity was ________________________, whose main quality was that of __________________________.

Please briefly describe the Sumerians cosmology (view of the structure of the universe).  Draw a picture to illustrate Sumerian cosmology.  Label the parts.

The relationship between the gods of Sumer and their worshipper might be best characterized by the word  ________________________________. Sumerians believed that at death, a person’s soul goes __________________________________ (where?). The Sumerian ‘paradise’ was commonly known as __________________________.  Please name three parallels between Sumerian mythology and the early chapters of the book of Genesis: ________________________________________________________________

The name of the famous Mesopotamian myth, Enuma elish, means ________________________________. In the Epic of Gilgamesh, the character known as Ut-napishtim corresponds to __________________________. The early dynastic period ended in the year ____________________ B.C.
The Second Dynasty of Ancient Mesopotamia was called __________________, and lasted from the year _____________________ to the year _____________________.  The first king of this Dynasty was ______________________, who extended the boundaries of his territory widely, and succeeded in uniting the language groups of ___________________________ and _____________________.  

The Third Dynasty of Mesopotamia was named for its chief city, ______________, and extended from the years __________________ to ___________________. The Biblical character, _____________________, was from this city.

The first king of the third dynasty, ______________________, is generally credited with giving what has been considered as the world’s most ancient collection of ___________________________. Even more important, however, were the famous structures known as ________________________________.  The Biblical story of the ___________________________ probably involved one of these structures.

The word Babylon probably means _________________________. The greatest king of the Old Babylonian Dynasty was Hammurabi, who reigned from ___________ to ____________.  Hammurabi’s code has been important because of its similarities to ______________________________.  The achievements of Hammurabi were impressive, but short-lived.  His reign was followed by several other rulers, but the Old Babylonian Dynasty finally fell in the year 1595 when it was invaded by the ________________________ who attacked from the north.  

Match each term with its best description:

	_____  Sumer
	1. Birthplace of Abraham

	_____  Ziggurat
	2. First King of Dynasty of Akkad

	_____  Marduk
	3. Greatest king of Old Babylon

	_____  Sargon
	4. Babylonian god

	_____  Ur
	5. Conquered Old Babylon

	_____ Hammurabi
	6. A tower used for worship

	_____  Hittites
	7. Trade Center

	_____  Haran
	8. Earliest known civilization


In the space below, identify four of the deities that play a role in the story of Enuma Elish, and briefly (one sentence) describe that role.

1)

2)

3)

4) 
In the space below, please identify four similarities between the Epic of Gilgamesh and the story of the Flood in the Old Testament.

1)

2)

3)

4)

What did Austen Henry Layard discover?

