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Name

1) The first mention of the Medes in history was found in the records of

a. An Assyrian king

b. A Babylonian king

c. A Persian king

d. A Hittite king

e. An Elamite king


2) After consolidating his power for a few years, the Median king who led an attack against the Assyrian king Ashurbanipal in 653 was

a. Deioces

b. Phraortes

c. Cyaxeres

d. Astyages

e. Cyrus


3) The sole monarch of the Mediterranean who succeeded in holding off the Scythian attack during the years from 650 to 630 was the king of

a. Assyria

b. Babylon

c. Hatti

d. Egypt

e. Syria


4) In 614, the Medes and Babylonians entered an agreement of mutual friendship and peace, sealing their alliance with a

a. Feast

b. Sacrifice

c. Game

d. Bleeding Ritual

e. Marriage


5) The five-year war between Cyaxeres of Media and Alyattes of Lydia was ended by what event?

a. An earthquake

b. A flood

c. An eclipse

d. A plague

e. A vision





6) According to Herodotus, Astyages discovered the identity of his grandson, Cyrus, when Cyrus

a. Demanded to see the king

b. Led a successful hunt for big game

c. Appeared to him [Astyages] in a vision

d. Survived an attempt to drown him

e. Played a game in which he [Cyrus] was king


7) Cyrus received a request to participate in a revolt against Astyages of Media from

a. Labashi-Marduk

b. Nabopolassar

c. Nabonidus

d. Belshazzar

e. Ishtumegu


8) Herodotus reports that the famous king of Lydia, Croesus, was visited early in his reign by

a. Solon

b. Aristotle

c. Lycurgus

d. Epictites

e. Socrates


9) When Croesus inquired of the Oracle of Delphi whether he should attack Cyrus directly, the oracle responded

a. Affirmatively

b. Ambiguously

c. Negatively

d. Silently

e. Harshly


10) After Cyrus defeated Croesus of Lydia, Cyrus

a. Killed him

b. Put him back in charge of Sardis

c. Put him in prison

d. Retained him as a counselor

e. Freed him







11) Cyrus was able to take the city of Babylon by

a. Digging a tunnel under the wall

b. A conspiracy from within the city

c. An attack on a little used back gate to Babylon

d. Diverting the Euphrates River 

e. Negotiating the surrender of Belshazzar


12) The character referred to as ‘Darius the Mede’ in the book of Daniel, is probably a reference to

a. Daniel himself

b. Gobyrus, who conquered Babylon in the service of Cyrus

c. Cyrus the Persian

d. Astyages the Mede

e. Nabonidus, after he surrendered to Cyrus


13) According to Josephus, the reason that Cyrus issued a proclamation allowing Jews to return to Jerusalem was

a. He saw a vision

b. He was persuaded to do so by Daniel

c. He was simply a good man

d. He was a true believer in the God of Israel

e. He read the texts in Isaiah that mentioned Cyrus by name


14) In Daniel 10, Daniel reports that he had been in mourning for three weeks.  The likely reason for his mourning was

a. He knew his death was near

b. The people of Israel were still unrepentant for their sins

c. The temple rebuilding project in Jerusalem had stalled

d. He knew he would never see Jerusalem again

e. From reading the prophet Jeremiah


15) The death of Cyrus the Great took place

a. During a battle with Queen Tomyris of the Messaetae

b. While he was preparing to attack Egypt

c. As the result of an illness that lasted about a month

d. By suicide

e. By assassination


