Bible Context






_______________________

(09 – 01)






Name

What is the meaning of the word “Hellenism”?  What period does it generally refer to?  Why is the term used to describe that period?

Greek. Refers to the Intertestamental period – 400 – 0. 

Greek culture was imposed on the entire Mediterranean world. 

What were some of the chief characteristics of the Hellenistic culture and religion?  

Public Entertainment. Greek City-States. The Greek Gymnasium. Great wealth in some

places. Democratic politics. Tension between Greek rulers and indigenous population. 

Greek language watered down. Art is more this-worldly. Plays ignored big issues. 

Advance in math (Euclid) and science (Archimedes). Skepticism in religion. 

Diogenes – who can find an honest man. 

Who were the first three rulers that followed Alexander the Great in Macedon?  How did each come to the throne?  How was each rule terminated?

1) Antipater (322) – regent appointed by Alexander for heirs (son Alexander IV and half-

brother Philip III). Antipater appointed 2) Polyperchon (319). 3) Olympia seized the 

throne in 317, killed Philip III and wanted to hold till Alexander IV took the throne. 

4) Cassander (son of Antipater) defeated Olympius in 316 and ruled until 298. 

By about the year 308, the empire of Alexander had been split into four great regions.  Who was the ruler of each region, and how did each come to power?

Cassander in Macedon and Greece. Antigonus in Asia Minor. Ptolemy in Egypt. 

Seleucus in Syria and Mesopotamia. 

What happened in Macedon after the death of Cassander?  What dynasty finally came to control the kingdom?

Cassander died in 298, and his wife, Thessalonike served as regent for three sons. Son

Antipater staged a coup in 294, killing mother and driving out brother Alexander V. 

Alexander later killed by Demetrius, son of Antigonus. 

Who was Ptolemy Keraunos?  What role did he play in the rule of Macedon?

This was oldest son of Ptolemy I of Egypt, driven out by his father, who had come to 

Thrace to help Lysimachus take control of Macedon. He ruled Macedon while 

Lycimachus challenged the power of Seleucus in Asia Minor. Ruled until 279. 

What was the purpose for the formation of the Achaean League? Who was its first leader?  What were its accomplishments?

The Achaean League was formed to pry Athens and Greece out from under the control

of Macedon. Aratos. The League was successful for a while, but accomplished little

in the long run. 

What did Philip V hope to accomplish during his rule?  How successful was he?

He wanted to recreated Macedonian greatness. He had only limited success, mainly 

because of the rising power of Rome that eventually overran him. 

