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Study Questions (01)




Name

(1:1-20)

How did the land of Mesopotamia get its name?

 Between the Rivers, Tigris and Euphrates.

What was the primary means of transportation in Mesopotamia?  What was the basis of the beginnings of civilization?

The rivers – although there were will-used roads as well.  Interdependence with

neighbors. Also, the development of irrigation. 

How did the discovery of ancient Sumer come to take place? 

Discovery of Cuneiform writing. 

What were some of the most important innovations and features of Sumerian civilization?

The City-State. Irrigation. Potter’s wheel. Wheeled vehicle. The sailboat. New techniques

of sculpture. 

How did the Sumerians picture the world?  What were its major features?

Earth flat disc, floating in sweet waters. Above a firmament (dome). Beneath the nether

World 

What were the most important gods in the Sumerian pantheon.  What was the relationship between the gods and the worshippers?

An – sky. Ki – earth. Anki – visible universe. Kur – underworld. 

Creator gods: Anu – heaven god. Enlil – air-god. Enki – sea (intelligence). Ninhursag - 

Mother-earth. Astral gods: Nanna-moon (Sin). Utu – sun (Shamash). Inanna (Ishtar)-love.

What were the principal aspects of the Sumerian view creation and paradise? Read Genesis 1.  How does the Sumerian view compare to the Genesis account of creation?  How does it differ?

Order in chaos. Enlil captures Tiamat (disorder). Man is fusion of good and evil. 

Six days – six generations of gods. Primordial ocean – Tiamat. 

What is the most important Sumerian writing dealing with creation?  What does its title mean?

Enuma Elish – when on high. 

