Bible Context






_______________________

(11 – 01)






Name

Briefly describe the career of Octavian leading up to the moment when he became the emperor of Rome.

Adopted by Julius Caesar in 46. Came to Italy when Caesar was killed. Formed an 

alliance with Marc Antony and Lepidus. Purged Rome. Defeated Brutus and Cassius 

at Philippi in 42. He built up allies in Rome, and then declared war on Marc Antony. 

Became emperor in 31. 

Why was the Battle of Actium fought? Who were the combatants?  Who prevailed?

Octavian fought Cleopatra and Marc Antony. Octavian won. 

What were the primary titles by which Octavian was known after he became the Caesar?

Augustus. Tribune. Princeps – first citizen. Pontefex Maximus. Father of the Fatherland.

Why did Augustus have such a difficult time finding a successor to the rule of Rome?  How did he finally solve the problem?

Married twice – no male heir. Step son (by Livia – 2nd wife) was Tiberius and Drucus. 

Other family members died. Tiberius succeeded. 

Where did Herod the Great originally come from?  How did he rise to power in Judah?

Idumea. He was second son of Antipater, procurator of Judea in 47. He was assassinated

in 43. Herod succeeded to his office. He banished Doris (and Antipater). Married 

Mariamne in 43. In 37 he was named king of the Jews. Sided with Antony at Actium. 

What were the names of Herod’s wives?  How did each marriage end?  What children were born of each marriage?

Doris – Antipater. She was banished.

Mariamne – Alexandros, Aristobulos, Salampsio, Cypros. She was executed. 

Mariamne II – Herod Philip I. 

Malthace – Archelaus and Antipas

Cleopatra of Jerusalem – Herod Philip II

What were some of the building project for which Herod was famous?  What was the most important and impressive of those projectx?

Jerusalem – theatre. Sebaste (Samaria). Palace in Jerusalem. Herodian. 

The refurbishing of the second temple. Caesarea Maritime. 

What was the “slaughter of the innocents”? What mention of it is there in ancient history?  Are there any accounts that appear to parallel the slaughter?

Killing the children of Bethlehem. No – but parallel to Pharisees. 

Who were the sons of Herod that succeeded him on his death?  What territory did each assume responsibility for?

Archelaus – Judea, Samaria, Ituraea. Deposed in 6 ad. Judea ruled by governors. 

Antipas – Galilee and Peraea.

Herod Philip II – Iturea and Trachonitis. 

What role did Herod play in the Battle of Actium?  

Supported Marc Antony – but later shifted his loyalty to Octavian. 

