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Briefly describe the career of Octavian leading up to the moment when he became the emperor of Rome.

Why was the Battle of Actium fought? Who were the combatants?  Who prevailed?

What were the primary titles by which Octavian was known after he became the Caesar?

Why did Augustus have such a difficult time finding a successor to the rule of Rome?  How did he finally solve the problem?

Where did Herod the Great originally come from?  How did he rise to power in Judah?

What were the names of Herod’s wives?  How did each marriage end?  What children were born of each marriage?

What were some of the building project for which Herod was famous?  What was the most important and impressive of those projectx?

What was the “slaughter of the innocents”? What mention of it is there in ancient history?  Are there any accounts that appear to parallel the slaughter?

Who were the sons of Herod that succeeded him on his death?  What territory did each assume responsibility for?

What role did Herod play in the Battle of Actium?  

