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____________________________

(03-01-01) Name

The period of time extending from 1300 to 1100 B.C. generally corresponds in Biblical history to the period of  _____JUDGES_______________ while the period from 1100 to 900 corresponds to the period of _____KINGDOM______________.  During this time, the three civilizations that interplay include the Hittites, which were generally located in the region of ____ANATOLIA___________, the Mycenaeans who were in the region of ________GREECE________________ and the Phoenicians who were in the region of ___________LEBANON_________________________.  

The Hittites were probably related by language and culture to the ___MYCENAEANS_____, and this may explain some aspects of the Trojan War.  The region of the Hittites was on a trade route that extended to the southeast, and ended in the geographical area known as ________MESOPOTAMIA_______________.  This trade connection was cut off, however, about the year 1940.  This would have been disastrous for the early Hittites, had it not been for a new trading partner that came on the scene about that time known as the ____ASSYRIA________________.  About 1780, another disruption entered the trading relationships of the Hittites.  It came as a result of the invasion by the ___HURRIANS________________________.  

The adopted son and actual grandson of Hattusilis, and his successor to the throne of the Hittites, was ____MURSILIS I__________________.  This ruler was also interested in opening the trade route to the southeast, and did so by establishing an alliance with the kingdom located at _____MARI (HANA)_, which was halfway between Mesopotamia and the northwest terminus of the Euphrates.  His success in taking over the trade route led him to press his victory, and in 1595, he attacked, stunned, and defeated the longstanding empire located at _________BABYLON__________________________.  

The first king of the Hittite Empire was Tudhaliyas I, who faced the invasion of the Egyptian pharaoh ____THUTMOSE III_______.  The Hittites simply submitted to the Egyptian demand to pay tribute, and watched for the opportunity to rebel.  That opportunity came in the year ___1450_____ when the Amorite city of __ALEPPO___ rebelled.  After the death of Tudhaliyas, Hittite power contracted, but was renewed under the next great Hittite ruler, _____SUPPILULIUMAS___, who reigned around the year 1340 B.C.  This ruler succeeded in taking control of Phoenicia, largely because the cries for help from the Phoenicians to the Egyptians went unanswered.  A few years later, this king was so prominent that the widow of King Tut of Egypt proposed ______________

_MARRIAGE TO HIS SON_.  What happened? __SON KILLED___________.

BONUS POINTS

The Hittite king who took the throne in 1320 was Mursilis II.  He was able to maintain the southeastern trade route, and also his buffer-state of Mitanni protected him against the growing aggressive energies of the ____ASSYRIA___________.  He also foresaw that eventually a showdown could come with the land of ___EGYPT________, which was rebuilding and preparing for a assault into the region of Syria and Phoenicia.  

The next king of the Hittites was Muwatallis.  The most important single battle that took place during his reign was the battle at ____KADESH_________, in the year 1276, in which the Hittites met the __EGYPTIANS_______________.  Although Muwatallis probably won the battle, his victory was pyrrhic, because it gave the Assyrians the opportunity they had been looking for to attack and defeat ___SYRIA____________, transforming it into an Assyrian vassal.

The end of the Hittite empire finally came as a result of the invasion of the ________SEA PEOPLE_.  Following that invasion, much of the Near East was plunged into a ‘dark age,’ which lasted until approximately the year ____900_______________.

END BONUS POINTS

Little was known about the Minoan culture before the discovery in around the year 1900 A.D. of the great palace at ______KNOSSOS___________.  The discovery was made by the British archeologist, _____ARTHUR EVANS_____.  The palace appeared to have been damaged by a natural disaster in the year ____1628______________.  Some have identified this disaster with the legendary civilization named by Plato as ____ATLANTIS________________________. 

In about the year 1450, a dramatic shift took place in the Mediterranean world, when the Minoan civilization was apparently conquered by the _MYCENAEANS_________.  This conquest may be reflected in the myth of the _____MINOTAUR____________, which was killed by the Athenian slave, ____THESEUS____________________.  

Phoenicia refers to a narrow strip of land which is now largely contained in modern ___LEBANON___________________.  Please name three of the cities of Phoenicia: __ARVAD_BYBLOS BERYTUS SIDON TYRE _________________, _________________________________, ______________________________..  

The Phoenicians are famous for developing the ___ALPHABET_________, which was a vast improvement from that used in Egypt and Mesopotamia. The most important Phoenician deity was __________ASTARTE______________, and the most appalling, __MOLECH________________, to whom human sacrifices were sometimes offered.

While the early Phoenicians were Semites, and reflected the influence of Sumer and Akkad, the Phoenicians of the 18th century began to show the strong influence of the land of _________ETYPT_______________________.  

the Egyptian pharaoh ____THUTMOSE III_______________reasserted authority over Phoenicia during the years of his reign (1504 – 1450), but that control did not last long and by the reign of the monotheistic pharaoh, AKHENATEN (AMENHOTEP IV)_, the Phoenicians were once again independent of the Egyptians.  It was at that time that the governor of Byblos, Rib-Abi, wrote complaining of attacks that were coming against him, with the _____HITTITES____________invading from the north, while a group he called the _____APIRU___________________were invading from the south.  The Egyptian pharaoh did not respond.  Finally Phoenicia fell into the hands of the great king, ___SUPPILULIUMAS_______________________________.  

Later pharaohs tried to win back the region of Phoenicia, and these efforts culminated at the great battle of ____KADESH___________________, which occurred in the year 1276, and was fought between the monarchs ____MUWATALLIS___________and ________RAMSES II______________________________.  

After its fall to the Hittites, Babylon came under the rule of the __KASSITES_________________.  Years later, the Hittite Empire was finally brought down following the invasion of the ____SEA-PEOPLE_____________________.  

The Trojan War was probably actually fought over disputes involving _____COMMERCE (FISHING)____, rather than the version of the story provided by Homer.    Where is the first mention of the Sea-People that has been found? _______ISRAEL STELE___________.  The Sea-People swept through the Near East, but were finally stopped by ____MEREMPTAH____________.  Then many of them returned to Canaan, where they became people later known as ____PHILISTINES____.

