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Name

The first mention of the Medes in history is found in the annals of the kings of _ASSYRIA_______________________.  The first king of Media was named __DIOCESE_________________________, and is credited by Herodotus with what accomplishment among the Medes? __UNITING THEM _____________.

The greatest king of the Medes was __CYAXERES________________.  He formed an alliance with the king of Babylon, _NABOPALASOR___________, in 614, based on a marriage between _NEBUCHADNEZZAR__ and _____AMYTIS_____________.  In 610, this Median king destroyed the city of __HARAN______________, along with the temple of the moon god, Sin.  He then launched an attack against Asia Minor, which finally ended in 585 at the Battle of the _____ECLYPSE_________________________. 

How did Astyages discover that Cyrus had not been killed?

CHILDEN PLAYING A GAME

The king of Babylon, Nabonidus, sought an alliance with Cyrus, hoping that he could win back the city of __HARAN_______________. Cyrus agreed to join Nabonidus.  What happened as a result of the alliance?

HARAN RECOVERED. CYRUS CAMPAIGNED WEST

NABONIDUS MOVED TO TEMA

After Cyrus had taken the throne of both Media and Persia, he launched an attack against the famous king of Lydia, whose name was __CROESUS__________________.  That Lydian king was confident he would defeat Cyrus in battle.  Why did he have that confidence? 

ORACLE OF DELPHI

Cyrus died in the year __530___________, and was succeeded by his son, _CAMBYSES______________.  The first campaign of this son was against the nation of _EGYPT___________.  Although he was successful in this campaign, he died while on his journey home.  What were the circumstances of his death?

PROBABLE SUICIDE

The most serious uprising faced by Darius I in the early years of his reign took place in _BABYLON____________.  After a lengthy siege, the revolt was finally put down by a man named Zopyrus.  How did he accomplish this?

MUTILATE HIS FACE

Darius distinguished himself as a competent administrator.  He implemented several organizational reforms in Persia, all of which increased the efficiency of the empire.  Name and briefly describe two of the organizational reforms he put in place.

1) MAIL SYSTEM

2) MONETARY SYSTEM

The most important thing that Darius did with respect to Old Testament history was to authorize __TEMPLE______________________.  Two Old Testament prophets who were active at the time were __HAGGAI__________ and Zechariah.  In the prophecy of Zechariah, he gave the so-called ‘eight night visions.’  Name three of the visions, and give a one-sentence description of the significance of the vision.

1)  1) FOUR HORSES; 2) HORNS; 3) JERUSALEM UNWALLED; 

      4) JOSHUA IN UNCLEAN CLOTHES; 5) ZERUBBABEL; 6) FLYING 

2)   SCROLL; 7) GREAT BASKET; 8) FOUR HORSEMEN AND CHARIOTS

3)

In 514, Darius crossed the Hellespont, and launched a campaign against the __SCYTHIANS____________.  One of those who fought under Darius was the famous Greek commander, _MILTIADES________________, the hero of Marathon.  After an inconclusive European excursion, Darius returned to Sardis.  He ordered Histiaeus, the tyrant of Miletus to return with him to Susa, and installed Histiaeus’s son-in-law in his place, whose name was __ARTAPHERNES_____________________.  

In 500, turmoil broke out in Ionia with the revolt of the common people against the aristocrats on the island of __NAXOS__________.  The aristocrats fled to the city of _MILETUS_____________, and appealed for help from the Persians.  What happened?

PERSIANS ATTACKED, BUT WERE DOUBLE-CROSSED BY ARISTAGORAS

In 498, the Athenians sent 20 triremes to Ionia, and they attacked the city of __SARDIS____________, destroying much of it.  Darius was so enraged at the action that he ordered one of his servants to do what? 

REMEMBER THE ATHENIANS

In 494, the Persian army returned to Ionia, and put down the rebellion.  The city of __MILETUS___________ was especially the subject of Persian wrath.  In 492, Darius sent an expeditionary force under his son-in-law, Mardonius, intending to punish Athens.  What happened?

DESTROYED IN A STORM

Two years later, Darius brought another forced directly across the Aegean, and this force landed at the beach of ___MARATHON______, where it was defeated by the Athenian army under the command of ___MILTIADES_____________________.

In 486, the son of Darius, Xerxes I, came to the Persian throne.  He is the same as the king whose biblical name is ___AHASURUS_______________. As he prepared for the next great attack on Greece, certain events recorded in the Bible took place.  What were those events?

BOOK OF ESTHER

In 481, the Persian army under Xerxes arrived at Sardis where it spent the winter.  The following spring the army crossed the Hellespont, and began its invasion of the Greek mainland.  The Persians met their first resistance on land at __THERMOPYLAE____ and at sea at _ARTEMESIUM____________.  What happened in each encounter?

BATTLE OF THE 300

GREEKS WITHDREW FROM ARTEMESIUM

As the Persians were advancing, the Greeks were troubled by a prophecy from the Oracle of Delphi stating that Athens would be protected by a ‘wooden wall.’  What were the two theories as to the meaning of the wooden wall?

1) WOODEN WALL OF SHIPS

2) WOODEN WALL OF TEMPLE

The Athenians abandoned their city and gathered at __SALAMIS_________ where the greatest battle of the Second Persian War took place.  The commander of the Greek fleet, and the hero of this battle, was named ___THEMISTOCLES______________.

Briefly describe what happened in the battle.

GREEKS WON IN SHALLOW WATERS 

The last two battles of the Second Persian War took place the following year (479).  In the battle on the Greek mainland, the Persian commander _MARDONIUS_____ met the Spartan commander __PAUSANIUS_____________ at Plataea.  At about the same time, on the coast of Ionia, the Persians and Greeks met in battle at __MYCALE_______.  In both cases, the Persians were routed.

Match the name or place with its best description.

	_9____  Artaxerxes
	1.
Persians defeated in Ionia

	_7____  Mordecai
	2.
Ships lost in a storm

	_5____  Mardonius
	3.
Victor at Salamis

	_3____  Themistocles
	4.
Biblical name for Xerxes

	_1____  Mycale
	5.
Defeated by Pausanias

	_2____  Artemisium
	6.
Fought Scythians under Darius

	_4____  Ahasuerus
	7.
A Jew

	_6____  Miltiades
	8.
A Tyrant

	_8____  Coes
	9.
Commissioned Ezra

	_10____  Artaphernes
	10.
A Satrap


