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Study Questions (03-02)



Name

What were the chief characteristics of Minoan civilization?  Where was the center of its cultural life?

Cultured. Minotaur myth. Strong sea trade. Artistic 

Center of cultural life at Knossos. 

What was the meaning of the best known of the Mycenaean myths?  What evidence is there that the myths may have had some basis in fact?

Jason and the Argonauts. By 1550, Mycenaeans were voyaging extensively. 

Theseus – went to Crete as a slave. Killed the Minotaur – thus freed the Achaeans. 

What were the Phoenicians most famous for in the ancient world?  What was the nature of the Phoenician relationship with Israel?

Phonic alphabet. Purple dye. Glassware. Sometimes good – David, Solomon.

Sometimes bad – Ahab and Jezebel. Baal was constant negative influence. 

What was the great crisis faced by the Phoenicians during the 14th century b.c.?  How did the Phoenicians respond?  What happened?

The crisis was the attack by the Apiru. The Phoenicians called for help to the Egyptian

pharaoh, Akhenaten, but he was not willing to help.  At the same time, the Hittite

ruler, Suppluliumas was invading from the north. Phoenicia fell to the Hittites. 

The battle of Qadesh (1276) restored some contact with Phoenicia, but more limited. 

How did the Phoenicians come to develop their famed expertise for traveling at sea?  About when did those events take place?

During the 1100’s, it seems the Sea-People swept through, they gave the Phoenicians 

greatly improved ability at trading on the high seas.

What was the effect of the Battle of Kadesh on the relationship between Egypt and Phoenicia? 

What were probably the underlying causes that led to the fighting of the Trojan War?  What is our most important source for knowing anything about the war?

May have been commercial disputes, or conflicts over fishing rights in the Hellespont. 

What events gave rise to the so-called “Israel stele”? Why has it been important for the dating of the Exodus?

What are the probable origins of the Philistines mentioned in the Bible? 

